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THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA HOUSING AUTHORITY 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

The Board of Commissioners of District of Columbia Housing Authority (“DCHA”) 
hereby gives notice of its intent to adopt the following amendment to Chapter 6 1 of Title 14 
DCMR in not less than fifteen (1 5 )  days from the date of publication of this notice in the D.C. 
Register. This notice supercedes the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking published at 50 DCR 
1207-1229 (February 7,2003). As these proposed regulations have been negotiated between the 
DCHA and advocates representing the DCHA’s client base, the DCHA is not expecting to 
receive substantive comments. Based on the negotiated nature of these proposed regulations, 
DCHA will adopt the amendment in less than thirty (30) days. 

The proposed amendment will make the following changes: provide notice of debt at the 
time a person is placed on a waiting list; revise the list of documents an applicant should bring to 
an eligibility interview; permit individuals who have been determined ineligible to receive a 
supervisory review or an informal conference and a review by an independent third party; 
simplify the interim recertification process; and re-order Chapter 61 for ease of use. These final 
rules will be effective upon publication of this notice in the D.C. Register. 

Amendment: Delete the present language of Chapter 61 in its entirety and replace it with 
the new Chapter 61 to read as follows: 

“CHAPTER 61 ADMISSION AND RECERTIFICATION 
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6100 INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION PROCESS 

6100.1 DCHA owns and operates rental housing properties in the District of Columbia 
under a program known as public housing and administers a Housing Choice 
Voucher Program that contracts with private landlords to provide rental housing 
to low and moderate income individuals and families. Households who participate 
in these programs pay rents as a percentage of their income known as a Total 
Tenant Payment. 

6 100.2 In order to receive public housing or Housing Choice Voucher Program assistance 
through DCHA, a person must file an application with the Client Placement 
Division in accordance with Section 6101. Once the application is filed, it will be 
dated and the applicant will be placed on the appropriate waiting list(s) in 
accordance with Section 6103. 

6100.3 Periodically, as vacancies occur or are anticipated at DCHA owned and operated 
properties or as Housing Choice Vouchers become available, applicants at the top 
of the applicable waiting list(s) will interviewed in order to obtain and verify any 
and all information necessary to make an eligibility determination all in 
accordance with Sections 61 06, 6 107, 6 108, and 6 109. Eligible applicants for 
public housing will be placed in a selection pool and offered housing that meets 
their occupancy and accessibility needs as the appropriately sized units become 
available, see Section 61 12 and 61 13. Eligible applicants for the Housing Choice 
Voucher Program will be placed in a selection pool and offered a voucher as 
vouchers become available in accordance with the District of Columbia Housing 
Authority’s Administrative Plan for the Section 8 Certificate and Housing 
Voucher Programs. 

6 100.4 The determination of eligibility and the process for the ultimate determination of 
ineligibility, including the informal conference and the option to request a review 
by an independent third party reviewer, are found in Section 61 07. 

6100.5 This Chapter also contains information on continued occupancy, such as 
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application with DCHA. A person who has filed an application is referred to as 
an applicant. 

Each applicant shall receive written notification of receipt of application. 

When an applicant applies for public housing or the Housing Choice Voucher 
Program his or her application shall be placed on the appropriate waiting list(s) in 
accordance with Section 6 103 after review of the application under 6 102 

APPLICATION REVIEW 

Upon submission of an application, the Client Placement Division will assign a 
date and time to the application for placement on the waiting list. 

A review of all applications shall be conducted by the Client Placement Division 
based on the data contained in the signed application. This review is limited to 
determining the completeness of the application. 

Where a review of an application finds the application is incomplete, the Client 
Placement Division will contact the applicant and request the missing 
information. 
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(e) Family provides all required information and signs all required 
documentation, including proof of citizenship or eligible immigrant status. 

6 106.2 As applicants near the top of the waiting list, the Client Placement Division will 
mail written notice to the last address provided in order to obtain information 
needed for a determination of eligibility. The letter will state: 

(a) The date and time of the eligibility interview; 

(b) The location where the eligibility interview will be held; and 

(c) The documents the applicant should bring to the eligibility interview. 

6106.3 A family or applicant may make one request to reschedule an eligibility interview 
for the convenience of the applicant up to thirty (30) days after the scheduled 
eligibility interview date. However, DCHA will reschedule an eligibility 
interview as a reasonable accommodation if the applicant can demonstrate that a 
disability prevented them from rescheduling within the prescribed time period. 

6106.4 If the waiting list for the particular type of family applying is not lengthy, in the 
judgment of DCHA, an eligibility interview may be conducted at the time of the 
submission of application to DCHA. 

6106.5 The eligibility interview will be held in order to collect eligibility data, determine 
eligibility and identify any special problems or needs. As part of the eligibility 
determination, an applicant will be provided the opportunity to complete a 
reasonable accommodation request. All information shall be verified as a part of 
the eligibility determination. 

6 106.6 During the eligibility interview, the Client Placement Division shall assist the 
applicant in completing any forms necessary. The following forms are to be 
completed or signed by the applicant: 

(a) Privacy Act Notice; 

(b) Asset Certification Form; 

(c) Verification of Date of Birth for each Household Member; 

(d) Social Security Number Certifications: 

(1) Social Security Numbers for each Household Member 6 year old 
or older; or 

(2) Certification of inability to meet the documentation requirement 
where an applicant has a Social Security Number but no 
documentation; or 
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(3) 

Picture ID for family members age eighteen (1 8) or older; 

Declaration of Section 2 14 Status (Non-citizen Rule); 

Verification of Preference or Admission Category; 

Verification of Full-time Student Status Form; 

Certification of Disability Form; 

Statement of Child Care Expense Form; 

Zero Income Statement; 

Verification of Income from Assets; 

Statement of Child Support; 

Income Verification (Employment, Public Assistance, Social Security); 
and 

Other Forms as may be required. 

Certification that Social Security Numbers have not been issued. 

6 106.7 

6106.8 

6106.9 

6 1 06.1 0 

6106.1 1 

At the end of the eligibility interview, the Client Placement Division shall provide 
the applicant with written notification of any missing or incomplete forms, 
information on how to determine if any debt remains unpaid to DCHA or any 
HCVP landlord, or any additional information which is to be provided by the 
applicant. 

If an applicant cannot complete all the necessary forms at the time of the 
interview, the interviewer may request that any additional required forms be 
completed by the applicant within a specified timeframe not to exceed ten (10) 
days. 

A written receipt shall be provided to the applicant for any additional information 
provided. 

Applicants who do not provide the additional items requested by DCHA pursuant 
to Subsection 6 106.8 within ten (1 0) days, may request one (1) extension of time 
not to exceed ten (1 0) days. 

Applicants who do not provide additional items requested by DCHA pursuant to 
Subsection 6 106.8 within ten (1 0) days, or within any additional period allowed 
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6108.4 Based on HUD regulations, DCHA shall ensure that actual admission of eligible 
lower income families from waiting list is as follows: at least forty percent (40%) 
shall be families with extremely low incomes at the time of commencement of 
occupancy. 

6109 APPLICANT FAMILY SELECTION CRITERIA 

6109.1 Information that will be considered in screening an applicant shall be reasonably 
related to assessing the applicant and other applicant family members listed on the 
application. The applicant's history (e.g., employment history, personal habits or 
practices, and/or rental or personal credit history) must demonstrate the capacity 
to comply with the terms of the DCHA lease. If the applicant requires support 
(e.g., live-in aide) to enable h i d e r  to meet the standards identified below, the 
applicant must demonstrate that the necessary support would be available at the 
time of admission. Additionally, the applicant, including the applicant's family 
must be willing to: 

(a) Not interfere with other residents in such a manner as to diminish their 
peaceful enjoyment of the premises by adversely affecting the health, 
safety, or welfare of the other residents or the community; 

(b) Enhance and/or maintain the physical environment or financial stability of 
the project; 

(c) Help create an environment where young people, especially children, can 
live, learn, and develop into productive and responsible citizens; 

(d) Attend and complete DCHA's Community Living Training Program, prior 
to admission; and 

(e) Comply with the terms and conditions of the DCHA lease. 

6109.2 DCHA will utilize the following methods in determining an applicant's eligibility 
for admission: reference checks, including current and/or previous landlords, 
consultations with current and/or former neighbors, conducting home visits, 
reviewing police reports and/or criminal background checks of each member of 
the applicant family, including juveniles, as may be permitted by law. 

6109.3 Relevant information respecting personal habits or practices to be considered in 
the admission process, may include, but is not limited to, the following: 

(a) An applicant's past performance in meeting financial obligations, 
especially rental payment obligations. (An applicant who is responsible 
for any debt to DCHA, any other housing authority, or any landlord 
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Choice Voucher Program) may not be admitted or readmitted until the 
debt is paid or otherwise satisfied; and 

(b) A record of respecting the rights of others, as defined in the DCHA lease; 
and 

(c) The conviction of any applicant family member for a crime involving 
physical violence against persons or property or other criminal convictions 
that may adversely affect the health, safety, or welfare of other DCHA 
residents, staff, or other members of the community, e.g., distribution or 
manufacture of illegal drugs or controlled substances, possession of an 
unlicensed firearm and/or ammunition, or child molestation; and 

(d) A determination that the applicant has committed fraud in connection with 
any Federal housing assistance program or any local housing assistance 
program; and 

(e) An applicant's misrepresentation of any information related to eligibility, 
including, but not limited to, the award of a preference for admission, 
family composition, or income. 

6109.4 If an applicant is determined eligible and qualified for admission, the applicant 
will be referred to a public housing property for housing, consistent with Section 
61 1 1 of this Title. Notwithstanding, prior to the applicant signing a DCHA lease, 
if the relevant property manager uncovers information regarding the applicant that 
would lead a reasonable person to believe that housing the applicant on the 
relevant property would interfere with the other residents' peaceful enjoyment of 
the premises by adversely affecting the health, safety, or welfare of the other 
residents or the community, the property manager shall so advise the Client 
Placement Division and refer the application for further consideration. The Client 
Placement Division will then conduct a further review of the application, taking 
into consideration the information provided. 

6109.5 If unfavorable information is received as a result of the investigation conducted 
pursuant to Subsections 6109.2 or 6109.4 above, consideration shall be given to 
the time, nature, and extent of the applicant family's conduct, and to factors which 
might indicate a reasonable probability of favorable future conduct or financial 
prospects. Mitigating circumstances might include, but are not limited to: 

(a) Evidence of favorable changes in the applicant's pattern of behavior, 
including the length of time since an offense or behavior was committed; 
or 

(b) Evidence of successful rehabilitation, e.g., evidence that the responsible 
member of the applicant family is not likely to repeat the prior criminal 
behavior, evidence that neither the applicant nor any member of the 
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applicant family is likely to cause harm to the other public housing or 
Housing Choice Voucher Program residents, DCHA staff, or other 
members of the community; or 

(c) Evidence of the applicant's participation in or willingness to participate in 
relevant social service activities or other appropriate counseling services; 
or 

(d) Evidence of the applicant's modification of previous disqualifying 
behavior, with indications of continuing support intended to assist the 
applicant in modifying the disqualifying behaviors. 

6109.6 With respect to criminal conviction(s) or activity: 

(a) The DCHA may deny admission to public housing or the Housing Choice 
Voucher Program to any applicant: 

(1) If any adult member of the applicant's family (or any non-adult 
member who has been convicted of a crime as an adult) has been 
convicted of a felony, or a misdemeanor involving destruction of 
property or acts of violence against another person; or 

(2) If the applicant or a member of the applicant's family has 
participated in violent criminal behavior within the last five years 
for which he/she has not been convicted. This violent criminal 
behavior must be documented by an arrest record, parole violation 
report, law enforcement criminal history report, or other official 
law enforcement record. 

(b) DCHA shall deny admission to any applicant who has been evicted from 
housing assisted under the United States Housing Act, for drug-related 
criminal activity for a three year period beginning from the date of the 
eviction. 

(c) In determining whether an applicant, as identified in Subparagraphs (a) 
and/or (b) will be admitted into public housing or the Housing Choice 
Voucher Program, DCHA shall make an assessment of the applicant's (or 
the relevant member of the applicant's family) behavior to determine 
whether he/she currently demonstrates that he/she has been rehabilitated. 
Factors that DCHA may consider include, but are not limited to, the 
following: acknowledgment of culpability; adequate and suitable 
employment or participation in a generally recognized training program; 
substance abuse treatment, if necessary; successful completion of therapy 
directed at correcting the behavior that lead to the criminal activity; and 
existence of a support network or support systems. 
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(d) In collecting relevant information necessary to make the assessment 
described in Subparagraph (c) above, DCHA shall, at its sole discretion, 
determine the extent and depth of the verification for each applicant. 
Information may be requested from various sources, including, but not 
limited to, the applicant (by interview and/or home visit), landlords, 
clergy, employers, family members, social workers, parole officers, court 
records, drug treatment counselors, neighbors, and/or police department 
records. 

(e) DCHA shall prohibit admission of any family that includes any 
individual who is subject to a lifetime registration requirement under any sex 
offender registration program (e.g., state, local or international). DCHA 
shall, upon request, provide the tenant or applicant with a copy of the 
registration information and an opportunity to dispute the accuracy and 
relevance of that information. 

(f) DCHA shall prohibit admission for any individual that has ever been 
convicted of drug-related criminal activity for the manufacture or production 
of methamphetamine or production of methamphetamine on the premises of 
federally assisted housing. 

6 109.7 Care and consideration shall be used in soliciting personal information concerning 
the applicant and hidher family members, and appropriate authorizations shall be 
obtained for the release of information, as necessary, from each applicant family. 
Any information received regarding an individual applicant will be used solely for 
the purpose of determining eligibility and will not be released for any other use, 
unless such release is required by law. Failure to sign the required release forms 
or the failure to submit information determined necessary to establish eligibility, 
shall result in the applicant's removal from the waiting list. If the applicant is 
removed from the waiting list because of such a failure, the informal conference 
procedures set forth in Section 6107 shall not apply. 

6 109.8 The DCHA Applicant Family Selection Criteria will not be used to determine 
eligibility of residents for continuing occupancy in the same public housing unit. 
Eligibility for continuing occupancy in the same unit will be made in accordance 
with the terms and conditions of the DCHA lease. 

6109.9 Resident requests for transfers will be subject to this Section -- Applicant Family 
Selection Criteria-- and shall be a requirement for transfer of residents and the 
execution of new leases. This Section will not be applicable to DCHA initiated 
transfers or approved emergency medical transfers. 

6110 OCCUPANCY STANDARDS 

61 10.1 Standards for admission and continued occupancy shall be established to avoid 
overcrowding and wasted space, and each dwelling unit shall be leased in 
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identified as inappropriately housed; 

(c) Third preference to other tenants who have requested a transfer; and 

(d) Fourth preference to applicants from the DCHA waiting list. 

61 13.3 Consistent with the priorities listed in Subsection 61 13.2, tenants or applicants 
shall be assigned to available units in accordance with Subsection 61 11.5 of this 
Chapter. 

61 13.4 As units become available for initial occupancy at newly developed housing, the 
priorities in Subsection 61 13.2 shall be applied, except that Subsection 61 13.2(a) 
shall not be applicable. 

6114 MOVE-IN REQUIREMENTS 

61 14.1 Applicants from the waiting list who accept a unit shall pay one (1) month's 
tenant rent and a security deposit prior to signing the dwelling lease. All rent and 
security deposits shall be paid by check or money order only. 

61 14.2 DCHA shall determine if the applicant's application is current, shall schedule an 
appointment with the applicant, and at the appointment shall do the following: 

(a) Review and complete all required certifications of eligibility and the 
dwelling lease; and 

(b) Obtain the applicant's signature on all required documents. 

61 14.3 The tenant shall attend any training required by DCHA. 

61 14.4 DCHA shall schedule a move-in date for the new tenant upon execution of the 
documents described in Subsection 61 14.2 and shall provide the new tenant with 
copies. DCHA shall also conduct a move-in inspection in accordance with 
Section 6505 of this Subtitle. 

6115 ADDING INDIVIDUALS TO THE LEASE AND LIVE-IN AIDES 

6115.1 A family must request approval from DCHA to add any person, including other 
family members, as an occupant on their lease. 

61 15.2 The following shall apply to residents seeking to alter the status of their 
households in the following manner: 

(a) Residents seeking to add persons to the lease by marriage, reconciliation, 
or other changes in family composition that would add an adult person to a 
DCHA family, including the addition of a verified live-in aide or a 
remaining member of a household who wants to become head of 
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household, will be subject to the DCHA Applicant Family Selection 
Criteria outlined in Section 6109 with respect to the new adult applicant. 

(b) Residents altering the status of their family by adding minor children other 
than by birth, such as by adoption or court-awarded custody of a child or 
adult, must notify DCHA at the time of the adoption or court-awarded 
custody and DCHA may require the family to transfer to an appropriately 
sized unit that will not result in overcrowding or occupancy in excess of 
the standards identified at Section 6 1 10 of this Title. 

61 15.3 Live-in aide means a person who resides with one or more elderly persons, or 
near-elderly persons, or persons with disabilities, and who: 

(a) Is determined to be essential to the care and well-being of the person(s); 

(b) Is not otherwise legally or financially obligated for the support of 
the person(s); and 

(c) Would not be living in the unit except to provide the necessary supportive 
services. 

61 15.4 A live-in aide is subject to approval of DCHA prior to occupancy. At any time, 
DCHA may refuse to approve a particular person as a live-in aide, or may 
withdraw such approval. A live-in aide resides in a unit identified on a lease, but 
is not a lessee with rights of tenancy, or a resident with rights to participate in 
resident council. A live-in aide must abide by all the rules and regulations of 
DCHA as well as those of the particular property where they reside. DCHA will 
provide a thirty (30) day written notice to a resident of a determination to 
withdraw approval of a live-in aide. This decision by DCHA is subject to the 
Grievance Process available to tenants under Chapter 63 or Chapter 89 of this 
Title. 

61 15.5 The income of an approved live-in aide shall not be included in the calculation of 
rent, and the name of an approved live-in aide shall not be added as a tenant to the 
dwelling lease. 

6116 RECERTIFICATION 

6116.1 To ensure that residency in public housing is restricted to families continuing to 
meet the eligibility requirements, and that such families are charged appropriate 
rents, the eligibility status and the income of each tenant family shall be 
recertified by DCHA on at least a regular annual basis. 

61 16.2 A tenant shall be eligible for continued occupancy if the tenant meets the 
following criteria: 

(a) Meets the established occupancy standards; 
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(b) Has no outstanding lease violations; and 

(c) Continues to meet the Applicant Family Selection Criteria, consistent with 
Section 6109 of this Chapter. 

61 16.3 Eligibility for continued occupancy shall be determined at least through 
recertification. 

61 16.4 The tenant shall be responsible for providing to DCHA a completed application 
for continued occupancy, including the appropriate forms related to verification. 
Tenants shall be required to return the recertification packages including any 
required substantiating documentation or verification forms, to DCHA within 
thirty (30) days of receipt. 

61 16.5 If the tenant experiences difficulty in securing the required information which 
may result in a delay of the recertification process, DCHA may accept other types 
of documentation to expedite the process (for example, baptismal or school 
records could be used as proof of birth). 

61 16.6 Each tenant who does not return his or her completed recertification package 
within thirty (30) days shall be considered in violation of his or her lease, and 
shall be issued a Notice to Correct or Vacate. 

61 16.7 DCHA shall review the recertification package for accuracy and completeness, 
which shall include the requirements of Subsections 61 16.6 through 61 16.9. 

61 16.8 DCHA shall compare the family size and annual income to the currently 
applicable income limits. If the annual income does not exceed the maximum 
income limits, the tenant shall continue to be eligible. If the annual income 
exceeds applicable income limits, the tenant shall be ineligible for continued 
occupancy, and shall be notified of this determination in writing. 

61 16.9 DCHA shall compare the family size to the occupancy standards in Section 6 1 10 
and the requirement of Subsection 6205.5 of this Subtitle. If a family is found to 
be overcrowding or under occupying its dwelling unit, they shall be required to 
move into a dwelling unit of appropriate size when such a dwelling unit becomes 
available. A family, overcrowded in the largest-size dwelling unit in the public 
housing inventory may be allowed to remain. 

61 16.10 DCHA shall compare adjusted income with current tenant rent charges, and 
determine any required change in rent level in accordance with Chapter 62 of this 
Subtitle. Any decrease in tenant rent shall be effective at the start of the month 
following completion of the recertification. Any increase in tenant rent shall be 
effective at the start of the month following thirty (30) day notice of a rent 
increase to the tenant, in accordance with Chapter 62 of this Subtitle. 
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When the tenant has misrepresented the facts upon which the tenant rent is based, 
or has failed to furnish timely required income verifications to DCHA without 
good cause approved by DCHA, to the extent that the amount of tenant rent 
charged is less than it should have been, DCHA shall assess the tenant a 
retroactive rent charge. 

The amount of the retroactive charge shall be the additional amount of tenant rent 
the tenant would have been charged if there had not been misrepresentation, or 
failure to furnish income verification, by the tenant. 

If it is found at the time of recertification that the tenant failed to report changes in 
annual income as they occurred, and the changes would have required a higher 
tenant rent, the increased rent shall be made retroactive to the date the rent would 
have increased had the tenant made the report. 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION NOTIFICATION 

It is the policy of DCHA to grant reasonable accommodations pursuant to Chapter 
74 of this Title. As provided in Chapter 74, DCHA will provide notice of the 
availability of reasonable accommodations for applicants, residents, and 
participating families. Reasonable accommodations can be requested by 
applicants, residents and participating families at any stage of the public or 
assisted housing application process or during occupancy. 

All applicant requests for reasonable accommodations shall be filed with the 
Client Placement Division and reviewed by the Program Manager or designee. 
The policies and procedures to request reasonable accommodations for applicants, 
residents, and participating families are applied pursuant to Chapter 74 of this 
Title. 

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES 

Any applicant seeking admission to public housing operated by DCHA who 
believes that he or she has been aggrieved, or adversely affected by an act or 
failure to act by a DCHA employee or official, may file, with the DCHA, a 
complaint requesting an administrative determination of his or her rights as 
provided for in 14 DCMR Chapter 63. Applicants seeking admission to the 
Housing Choice Voucher Program housing may file a complaint as provided in 14 
DCMR Chapter 89.” 

I 
this notice in the D.C. Register. Comments should be filed with Office of the General Counsel, 
District of Columbia Housing Authority, 1 133 North Capitol Street, NE, Suite 21 0, Washington, 
DC 20002-7599. Copies of these proposed rules may be obtained from the DCHA at the same 
address. 
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ZONING COMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

Z.C. Case No. 03-01 
(Map Amendment - Square 3187, Lots 50,823,826, and 834) 

(Chestnut Street, N.W. to Spring Place, N.W., on the east side of Blair Road, N.W., 
including the north side of Spring Place, N.W.) 

The Zoning Commission for the District of Columbia, pursuant to its authority under 6 1 of the 
Zoning Act of 1938, approved June 20, 1938 (52 Stat. 797, as amended; D.C. Official Code tj 6- 
641.01 (2001)), hereby gives notice of its intent to amend the Zoning Map of the District of 
Columbia in the manner described below. The purpose of this rezoning initiative is to adopt a 
zoning designation for the subject property that is not inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan 
Amendments Act of 1994 or with the Takoma Plan adopted by the Council of the District of 
Columbia on June 4,2002. The proposed map amendment applies to property between Chestnut 
Street, N.W. and Spring Place, N.W., located on the east side of Blair Road, N.W. and including 
the north side of Spring Place, N.W. (Square 3 187, Lots 50, 823, 826, and 834). 

Final rulemaking action shall be taken in not less than thirty (30) days from the date this notice is 
published in the D.C. Register. 

The specific proposed amendments to the Zoning Map of the District of Columbia is as follows: 
Square 3 187, Lots 50,823,826, and 834 - rezone from C-M-1 to C-2-A. 

All persons wishing to comment on the subject matter of this proposed rulemaking should file 
comments in writing to the Zoning Commission for the District of Columbia, c/o the Director, 
Office of Zoning, 441 Fourth Street, N.W., Suite 210S, Washington, DC 20001. Comments 
must be received no later than thirty (30) days after the date of publication of this notice in the 
D.C. Register. Copies of this list of proposed map amendments may be purchased at cost by 
writing to the above address. 


